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The Expansion of France

France is another mature country located in a highly stimulating
climate. She, too, has expanded into regions occupied by weaker people,
Sut not in the same way as Great Britain and the United States. Of kte
she has not had much surplus population with which to establish
colonies like those of Britain. Her land frontiers have been bordered
by strong countries, so that she could not expand into neighboring terri-
tory. Soon after the discovery of America she made her first colonial
attempt in the same way as Great Britain. Many of her people settled
in Canada, some in Louisiana, and a few in India. These places she lost,
chiefly to England, because of the English energy and sea power and
because, being a self-supporting agricultural country with little excess
population, France did not really need colonies. All that she holds today
in these regions is a few tiny bits such as the islands of St. Pierre and
Miquelon off Newfoundland, Martinique in the West Indies, and the
port of Pondicherry in India. In thus losing' her early American and
Indian colonies France suffered the same fate as the Netherlands and
Portugal.

During the nineteenth century, when the need of raw materials and
of markets started all the great countries of Europe on a new hunt for
colonies, France again made an attempt. This time she did not expand
from her Atlantic Coast where she had failed before and where she would
have had to compete with England. Instead she went out from her
Mediterranean Coast to Algeria and Tunisia, the nearest land that was
not held by a strong nation and hence was weakly governed. Then she
expanded into the Sahara and eventually took the bulk of West Africa.
Today her possessions in the continent of Africa are twenty times the
size of France, while even the island of Madagascar, off the southeast coast,
is larger than the home country. Finally the French turned again toward
Asia, and entered upon a deliberate plan of conquest in Indo-China,
Today England alone has a larger colonial empire, for the French
possessions are larger than the United States and have half as great a
population. But all this vast area contains scarcely a square mile where
the climate is really good, although there are some small fairly good parts
in the very north of Africa and in the highlands of Madagascar. Because
the French colonies are commercially tributary to the Mediterranean,
Marseille is the great colonial port.

The Expansion of Japan

Among the nations of Asia, Japan is the only one which is strong, and
the only one which is located in a region of cyclonic storms. The
example of other strong nations and the enthusiasm of adolescence made